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To whom it may concern:- 

The proposed Higher Education Governance Bill has been drawn to my attention. 
Consequently, I have taken time to review the propsals set out and the amendments 
made following the consultation in November last year. 

I wish to express my concerns about this Bill and the effect that it may have on 
Universities in Scotland, including my Alma Mater. The University of St. Andrews. I 
have noted with approval the development of the University of St Andrews in recent 
years both academically and in relation to its research. both of which are renowned 
globally. One of my sons is currently studying at St. Andrews where he is able to 
draw on the expertise of a world-class academic body. 

With regard to the proposed Bill, I am unsure as to what problem it sets out to 
answer as I have not seen any compelling reason outlined so far. Therefore, I fail to 
appreciate what benefit might accrue to Higher Education in Scotland by 
undermining the autonomy of individual Universities through a  significant ramping 
up of influence and control from future Governments. I can only see such a move 
damaging the reputation and academic standing of the University which would have 
a deleterious effect on the national economy. Moreover, I firmly believe that the 
academic freedom of Universities must remain so that they can continue to 
undertake and offer independent thought, analysis and indeed challenge.  

My concerns extend to what appears to be some serious financial implications 
associated with implementing and achieving compliance with the Bill once enacted, 
particularly relating to the proposal for remuneration of Chairs. After a career in 
health research and education, the potential impact of this legislation on the ability of 
St. Andrews to continue to be awarded research grants is of great concern to me. 

I would ask you to reconsider this Bill before further progress is made through 
parliament. 

Wendy Russell 

 


